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Qutline of 2 Timothy (The Bible Project)
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07, 14 November 2021
2 Timothy 4:1-8
Finishing Well

What is the hardest thing you've ever finished /completed /accomplished? What was it like going through
it all2 What was it like to finish?

OBSERVATION AND INTERPRETATION

1. Read 2 Tim 4:1-5.
(a) Paul charges Timothy to preach the Word — how is he to do this? (vv.1-2)

(b) Why is it important that Paul is giving Timothy this charge “in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom”2 (v.1)

(c) What gives us the courage and the conviction to “correct, rebuke, and encourage”? (See also 2
Tim 3:14-17.) Who should we be doing these for, and how is this different from the way the world
tells us we should treat each other?

(d) Paul says that Timothy must do the word of preaching the Word “with great patience and careful
instruction”. Why is this needed? Why do you think Paul’s instructions are appropriate for the
situation? (vv.3-4)

“For” usually
indicates that the
next line will give
d reason.

(e) Timothy is instructed with another set of imperatives in v.5 — how is the life of Timothy to be in
contrast with those described in vv.3-42

2. Read 2 Tim 4:6-8.
(a) What is Paul saying about his life and ministry in vv.6-72

(b) What condition(s) is/are there for someone to receive the crown of righteousness? (v.8)



What do Paul’s statements in vv.6-8 have to do with his instructions to Timothy in vv.1-52 How do they
form one coherent message?

4. In what way(s) is/are the situation described by Paul in 2 Tim 4:3-4 the same as the one we face now?
What are our responsibilities as an individual and as a church then?

APPLICATION

5. Paul's message in 2 Tim 4:1-8 describes people who suit their own desires by seeking out teachers
who tell them what they want to hear. What might be some signs that we are also suffering from this
same problem?

6. Though we are not all called to be ministers or evangelists, each of us are still meant to testify about
Jesus (John 15:26-27). Will we accept that task? What would you say if someone asked you about
what Jesus has been doing in your life recently?

REFLECTION

Write down a key lesson and a key verse from this study.

How should we pray and change in response to what we have learnt?

DISCIPLESHIP IN COMMUNITY

Share: Reflect and share with your group members a time when you were corrected, rebuked and/or
encouraged by someone. Who was this person and how did you respond to the event?

Pray: As a group, praise God for who He is, what He has done and what He will do. Give thanks for
those who have preached the Word to you, including those who have corrected, rebuked and
encouraged you. Pray that God will keep your hearts true to Him and your ears and mind seeking
Him. Pray that this group will keep each other accountable for this.

Serve: Share with your group what ministry God has called you to serve in (including outside of ORPC)
and what it means for you to read 2 Tim 4:1-8 as you serve God in that area.



21 November 2021
2 Tim 4:9-22
Concluding Remarks

What would it take for you to trust others after having been betrayed by another?

OBSERVATION AND INTERPRETATION

1. Read 2 Tim 4:9-13.
(a) What instructions was Paul giving Timothy here?

(b) Why were Paul’s requests so urgent?

2. Read 2 Tim 4:14-18.
(a) Why did Paul mention Alexander the metalworker?2 What is Timothy supposed to do, and how?
(vv.14-15; see also 2 Tim 1:13-14, 2:1-3. 2:15, 2:23-26, 4:2)

(b) What has Paul’s experience been of men’s loyalty /faithfulness to him in times of trouble2 How
did he respond to it?

(c) What has Paul’s experience been of God’s loyalty /faithfulness to him in times of trouble? How
did he respond to it?

3. Read 2 Tim 4:19-22. Paul mentions two more sets of names — the names are of beloved gospel
partners in Ephesus and in Rome. What does this tell you about how Paul regards his relationships with
people? Consider this in light of what is mentioned in verses 10 and 16.

4. What does 2 Tim 4:9-22 show us about how Paul responds to both the certainty of men’s fallibility
and the certainty of God'’s faithfulness?



5. Consider the whole of 2 Timothy. How would you describe Paul as a follower of Christ? Based on what
Paul has said here, what kind of man do you think he wants Timothy to be?

APPLICATION

6. Compare our attitudes towards our fellow Christians and towards God with Paul’s attitude. In what
ways could we seek to emulate Paul?

7. How has God been shaping and forming you as we studied 2 Timothy?

REFLECTION

Write down a key lesson and a key verse from this study.

How should we pray and change in response to what we have learnt?

DISCIPLESHIP IN COMMUNITY

e Lectio Divina: Take turns to read Psalm 22 aloud. Pause after each reading to contemplate the
text. After two or three people have read the text aloud, share with each other what struck you
most.

e Scripture Meditation: Search back through all of 2 Timothy to find Scriptures you need to be
reminded of. What has God put on your heart through His Word through this letter? Pick a
handful of verses and share them with your group. Remind each other of these verses throughout
November and December.

e Reach Out: As a group, consider how you can extend care to other Christians both inside and
outside your small group, through visits, calls, messages, and/or other means. Commit to
extending this care as part of your small group activities each month.



